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"at the mouths of the guns", and, shooting with great
dexterity, killed not a few of the Spanish artillerymen.
For six hours the duel between the governor and the
pirates continued furiously; the latter were getting ex-
hausted and had lost a number of men. Morgan therefore
resolved to try the effect of fireballs or hand grenades,
with which he endeavoured to explode or burn the wooden
gates of the fort. But the Spaniards defeated this by
hurling quantities of stones at the pirates every time
they approached, or gunpowder, which exploded in the
midst of the attacking parties. Morgan at last began
to despair of the whole success of the enterprise, when
he saw that one of his bands had captured a minor
fort of the city and hoisted the English colours on
it. He therefore adopted the following scheme. - The
priests, monks, and nuns whom he had collected from
the religious houses were compelled by threats of force to
lay hold of ten or twelve ladders and fix them against the
walls of the big fort that offered the most obstinate resis-
tance. But the governor paid no heed to this rather
dastardly procedure, and did not hesitate to order his men
to attack the wretched monks and nuns and kill them
before they could fix the ladders. However, some of the
ladders were set against the walls, and up these daring
pirates mounted with the valour of desperation, having
fireballs in their hands and earthen pots full of powder,
which they then hurled at the Spaniards from the top of
the walls. The Spaniards gave in and threw down their
arms, asking only for their lives, all but the brave
governor, who continued fighting, though constantly
offered quarter. They endeavoured in vain to take him
prisoner, and at last in their own defence were forced to
kill him, " notwithstanding the cries and tears of his own